
The San Francisco Metro Area and its Counties

Alameda

Contra Costa

Marin

San Francisco

San Mateo

Santa Clara

Santa Cruz

Sonoma

Napa

Solano

Hewlett-Packard

McKesson

Wells Fargo

Intel

Cisco Systems

GapPG&E Corporations

Sun Microsystems

Levi Strauss

Charles Schwab

Clorox

Maxtor

Golden West Financial

Ross Stores

Solectron

Oracle

Agilent Technologies

Apple Computer

Applied Materials

CNF

Fortune 500 Companies Based
in the San Francisco Metro Area

Educational Attainment
(Population 25-years-old and older)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

High School Graduate
or higher

Bachelor's Degree
or higher

81.3% 83.9%

26.6%

37.3%

U.S. Metro Average

San Francisco Region

Basic Economic Indicators
(San Francisco Metro Area)

Total Population (2000) 7.0 million
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Unemployment Rate 1998 2002
3.0% 5.9%

Population Growth (1990 - 2000) 12%
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The New Economy Index measures and ranks the 
degree to which metro economies function along 
'new economy' principles.

Knowledge Jobs. Indicator measures jobs held by managers, 
professionals, and technicians; and the educational attainment 
of the workforce.

Globalization. Indicator measures the export orientation of 
manufacturing.

Economic dynamism and competition. Indicators in this category 
measure the number of fast-growing "gazelle" companies; the 
rate of new business start-ups and existing business failures; 
and the number of initial public stock offerings.

The transformation to a digital economy. Indicators measure the 
percentage of adults online; the number of ".com" domain-
name registrations; the share of students using computers in 
schools; Internet backbone capacity; and number of providers 
of broadband telecommunications services.

Technological innovation capacity. Indicators measure the 
number of high-tech jobs; the number of science and 
engineering graduates from area colleges and universities; the 
number of patents issued; expenditures on research and 
development at colleges and universities; and venture capital 
investments.
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Regional Infrastructure Index
(Ranking of Top 50 Metro Areas)

Components of the infrastructure index  include: mass transit 
availability, percent of households with computers, percent of 
adults online, travel time to work, median household gross rent.

Components of the regional environmental index include: 
electricity prices, toxic release inventory, pollution standards 
index, serious pollution days per year.

Regional Environmental Index
(Ranking of Top 50 Metro Areas)
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Central City - Suburb Disparity
(1990 + 2000 Score)

Source: Lewis Mumford Center for Comparative
Urban and Regional Research, 2002
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The index uses eight variables to measure and score central city-
suburb disparity in major metro areas. The variables are median 
household income, per capita income, poverty, educational 
attainment, unemployment, homeownership, and vacant housing.

Source: Lewis Mumford Center for Comparative
Urban and Regional Research
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